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TIRANA AT A GLANCE           
SPECIAL COMPETITIVE 
FEATURES

Tirana – Albania’s capital and its 
largest urban centre
 
Tirana, Albania’s capital, with a surface 
of 42 square kilometers is the largest 
city and the largest economic, 
administrative, political, social and 
cultural centre of the country.  
However, the city of Tirana now 
extends far beyond the actual 
administrative boundaries of the 
Municipality of Tirana, forming a 
continuous entity that includes the 
communes and municipalities of Farka, 
Dajti, Paskuqan, Kamza, Kashar, 
Vaquarr and Tirana.
 

Tirana is located in Central Albania. 
The city center lies 110 meter above 
sea level and the average annual 
temperature is 17 degrees.The city’s 
population has doubled during the latter 
period and stands today at around 
617,000 inhabitants, according to 
official figures.The population project 
based on medium assumptions 
foresees that Tirana’s population will 
increase by about 400,000 persons 
between 2007 and 2020. In Tirana lives 
about 19, 5% of Albania’s total 
population. Where as within the district 
of Tirana there is around 25% of 
Albania’s total population.The 
population of the city of Tirana is 
around 77% of the population of the 
district of Tirana. According to INSTAT, 
the population of the district of Tirana is 
around 804,000.
With around 226 000 labor forces 
Tirana houses approximately 23% of 
the total labor force of the country, 
which is comparable to other capital 
cities in the Balkans and Europe. The 
labor force of the district of Tirana 
represents 31% of the total population 
of the district.
All important institutions of the country 
such as the presidency, the parliament, 
the government, and almost all 
diplomatic representative bodies   
in Albania, as well as many 
international organizations such as the 
World Bank (www.worldbank.org/albania), 
IMF (www.imf.org),  UNDP (www. 
undp.org.al), OSCD, and UNESCO have 
their offices in Tirana.
Tirana provides the best living 
standards in Albania, as well as the 
highest level of tranquility and security 
in the country.    
The most qualified labor force of 
Albania can be found in Tirana. The 
Albanian metropolis is the city with the 
greatest number of schools of all levels 
and sorts. Thanks to its geographical 
position with its favorable access to the 
European market and the very good 
infrastructure, Tirana is an excellent 
base to set up a business in the region.

Tirana – a leading example of 
successful structural change

With expertise and creativity, Tirana has 
recently made remarkable structural 
changes. Investors, who are searching 
for a location for their business, will find 
very good conditions in Tirana. 
The increasing initiatives undertaken by 
the city and local industries are 
simultaneously coordinated with the 
promotion of the business environment.
Good management the modernization 
of the city administration and the 
offering of a favorable business climate 
has encouraged investments and made 
them safer.
As a result, Edi Rama, the mayor of 
Tirana, was voted “Best World Mayor” 
in 2004 by thousands of mayors across 
Europe and North America, for the good 
management of the transformation of 
the city. In 2009, at the Future Capitals 
World Summit in Abu Dhabi, Edi Rama 
was honored as one of the 
“Most Innovative People”, in the 
category for “Transforming Cities”.
In February 2007, there were held local 
elections in Albania. Mr. Edi Rama is 
reelected as mayor of Tirana for the 
third term.

                

Today, there are more than 21,000 VIP, 
large, and small businesses, both 
Albanian and foreign, operating in 
Tirana. In 2004, there were 12,300 
businesses in the city. Tirana counts 
39% of total registered enterprises of 
the country. 
The city hosts 90% of the big 
enterprises in Albania and more than 
80% of the foreign companies and joint 
ventures.
Examples are companies such as DHL, 
UPS, Deloitte & Touche, AMC, 
Vodafone, Coca-Cola, Aquila Liquori, 
Tirana Airport Partners, Blackwell 
Consultig ,Uniqa Group and Aspis 
Group. Various American, German, 
Italian, Greek and Austrian banks have 
branches in Tirana, and have invested a 
large amount of capital here. 
In Albania operate three mobile 
telephone companies: AMC, Vodafone 
and Eagle Mobile. These companies 
have more than 2, 2 million clients. With 
their services they cover 85% of total 
territory of the country. In spring,  a forth 
company will enter in the Albanian 
market.

In June 2007, the Albanian Government 
sold to the Turkish Consortium “Cetel” 
76% of the stocks of the Albanian 
telephone company Albtelecom for 120 
million Euros. 
The law “On Concessions” No. 9663, 
dated 18.12.2006, is aimed at creating a 
favorable framework for promoting and 
facilitating the implementation of privately 
financed concession projects enhancing 
transparency, fairness, efficiency and 
long-term sustainability, in development 
of infrastructure and public service 
projects.
The light industry in Tirana is the most 
developed sector of the processing 
industry when considering the 
contribution to Albania's GDP. 
The district of Tirana produces 44% of all 
flour in Albania, 18% of milk, 50% of 
salami, 49% of vegetable and fruit 
conserves, 78% of beer, 61% of 
alcoholic and refreshment drinks and 
76% of cooking oil. 
The rapid development of this industry in 
Tirana is to a great extent linked with the 
facilities provided for the development of 
business in the capital.
The modern character of the city is 
represented by these companies and 
industries, as well as by the performance 
orientated towards the small and 
medium enterprises working mainly in 
trade and services. 

The location near Durres, Albania's 
largest port on the Adriatic

Tirana is only 41km from Durrësi, the 
largest Albanian port for both persons 
and goods, on the Adriatic Sea 
(www.apdurres.com.al).   
The two cities are linked by a recently 
constructed highway, making the travel 
time minimal. 
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The port handles about 85% of the total 
Albanian import and export volume, 
and thousands of tons of goods as well 
as a considerable number of 
passengers are processed each year. 
A great number of ferries from Italy, 
Slovenia, Croatia and Greece anchor at 
the port every day. 

                                                                                                 
The European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) is lending 
the Albanian Port of Durres, €14 million 
to help finance a new ferry terminal and 
rehabilitate two quays to improve 
passenger and cargo services. The 
project is being co-financed with the 
European Investment Bank.  
The project will help enhance transport 
between Albania and its European 
neighbors, improving links especially 
with countries such as with Italy, 
Kosovo, Macedonia and Bulgaria and 
benefiting both businesses and tourists.

The city with the only international 
airport in the country

Tirana lies 20 km from Mother Tereza 
Airport (www.tirana-airport.com), also 
known as Rinas, Albania's only 
international airport. This is the most 
important hub between Albania and the 
rest of the world. It is just a 20 minute 
drive from the city centre. The airport 
provides quick transportation of people 
and goods.
In 2008, the airport served around 1.27 
million passengers. This is 14.6% more 
than in 2007. The airport handled 1,987 
tons of cargo on 19,194 flights. Mother 
Tereza Airport opened on March 21, 
2007. 

For 20 years to come the airport will be 
managed by Tirana Airport Partners 
(Hochtief Airport, along with DEG 
(Deutsche Investions 
Entericklungsgsesellschaft) and the 
Albanian-American Enterprise Fund). 
In July 2008,Tirana International Airport 
started the expansion of its new 
passenger terminal to accommodate 
the great potential of growth foreseen in 
the country’s air statistics, and to lighten 
the load on its latest infrastructure. 

The expansion will take place on the 
north side of the terminal and has a 
value of approximately Euro 20 million. 
The airport aims to increase its capacity 
to 1.5 million passengers a year with the 
intended investment. The physical 
expansion of the terminal will include 
14 additional check-in desks, baggage 
handling facilities, new entrance, 3 
airline counters, 3 airside gates, and 
additional offices on the first floor. 
The expansion of the terminal will add 
an additional 3,943 m2 with. The 
construction of the new baggage 
handling facilities is 890 m2. This leads 
to a total size of the expansion of 4,833 
m2. The construction works will end in 
September 2009. 
13 foreign and Albanian air transport 
companies work on around 30 
destinations, with around 190 flights a 
week. Since May 2007, the German 
giant Lufthansa flights twice a day from 
the Albanian International Airport to 
Munich.
In 2007, around 18,000 flights were 
recorded, to London, Vienna, Rome, 
Milan, Budapest, Athens, Bari, Istanbul, 
Ljubljana, Belgrade, and other 
European destinations.
Driving to and from the airport you can 
take a taxi by paying € 15 - 20, or  you 
can take the bus for € 1,5. Every one 
hour seven days a week from 7:00 to 
18:00 o’clock there is a bus that goes to 
the airport and from 7:00 to 19:00 
o’clock drives from the airport to Tirana.
An airport taxi service is provided by 
Airport Taxi Express (ATEx) Shpk. 
It arranges and operates transfers 
between the airport and all Albanian 
cities, for both individuals and groups. 
The service is professional, courteous 
and personal, and 24 hours per day, 
seven days a week. 
Tel.: +355 68 20 49 598 / 69 40 00 030
The overland routes to Tirana are 
currently all being upgraded. The city 
is about 250 km from the Greek border 
crossings at Kakavija and Kapshtica, 
and 140 km from Hani i Hotit on the 
border with Montenegro. Kosovo's 
Morini border crossing is 230 km away, 
and the Thana and Tushemisht border 
crossings into Macedonia are 140 km 
from Tirana.    
US-based Company Bechtel has been 
building a new four-lane highway to 
Kosovo's Morini border crossing. 
Currently, it takes up to six hours to 
reach Morini from Tirana. When it is 
completed, the estimated travel time will
be only two hours.                                                                                                  

The city of the universities

The economy of Tirana benefits a great 
deal from the presence of the 
universities and other schools of all 
levels.
The country’s best ones and the 
greatest number of research and 
scientific institutions are all in Tirana.
The city has about 247 educational 
institutions, among others 5 state 
universities and 17 private universities, 
attended by around 52,000 students 
from across the country.
      

The University of Tirana is the largest 
university, though all colleges provide 
good conditions and good teaching 
levels.
Tirana also houses foreign universities 
like the New York University
(www.unyt.edu.al) 
Kristal (www.universitetikristal.edu.al),      
and Zoja e Këshillit të Mirë                         
(www. unizkm.edu.al) and the              
European University of Tirana 
(www.universitetieuropian.com).
Besides generally orientated public and    
non-public high schools, Tirana has a 
great number of technical and 
professional high schools educating 
thousands of students, such as Harry 
Fultz, Hotel & Tourism, Karl Gega, 
Flabina, Ekonomisti, the Vocational 
Training Center and the Marubi Film 
School.
These educational and scientific 
institutions based in Tirana form the best 
educational infrastructure in the country. 
Most of them offer all the necessary 
means to fulfill the needs of an ever 
more expanding economy by providing a 
qualified and well-orientated labor force.

                             

                        

TIRANA'S 
ECONOMICAL FOCUS

The city with 50% of the total amount 
of invested foreign capital

In Tirana there is a range of foreign 
companies which has invested capital in 
Albania, and which greatly influence its 
economic growth.
   Tirana provides tranquility and security 
to the foreign investments, as well as 
with a continuously improving 
infrastructure.
As September 2008, the Municipality of 
Tirana invested 876,444, 000 lek in 
infrastructure. 
The Municipality of Tirana continues to 
work very intensively on improving the 
city’s infrastructure. 
Some 80% of all enterprises with foreign 
capital, joint ventures, subsidiaries, 
branches and representative offices of 
many well-known multinational 
companies operate in Tirana, investing a 
total of 463 million Euros in 2007 in 
Albania, according to the Bank of 
Albania. 
In Albanian there are around 1530 joint 
ventures and 890 enterprises with 
foreign capital. Data from INSTAT, 
Albanian’s statistical office, show that 
Greece and Italy are by far the most 
important investors in Albania.
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